
West County DOGS Newsletter

June Newsletter

June 2005 WEST COUNTY CHAPTER--DOGPARKS OF GREATER ST. LOUIS VOL. 1, NO. 6

Contents: Chairman's report, Community notes, Fun events, Meetings, Help and have fun, Final 
thoughts, Subscribe, Unsubscribe

Chairman's report

Help us improve our member involvement by answering 
our online survey question

One of our objectives this year is to increase membership and 
involvement. In order to learn when the majority of members who want to 
come to our meetings can do so, we have posted a short, one-question 
survey on our web page.

The next 
meeting of the 
West County 
Chapter is 
Wednesday, 
June 1, at the 
Thornhill 
Branch of the 
St. Louis 
County Public 
Library, from 7-
9 P.M. 

Agenda (PDF)

So far, the response to our online survey has been limited. Thank you very much if you did 
respond. 

If you haven't taken our poll yet, go to our page on the website by clicking on our logo 
above. You will find the survey box on the right. We want to know what day of the month/
week would be best for you to attend a meeting. 

Look for our exhibit at Dog Days of 
Summer in Quail Ridge Park on 
Saturday, June 4. 

Friendraiser news 

Our friendraisers in May, Bark in the Park and Pet 
Carnival, were fantastic and enabled us to reach 
several hundred people with our message about 
the value of off-leash recreation, add 
approximately two dozen new members, and 
even raise a little money. 

The importance of friendraisers such as Bark in 
the Park and Pet Carnival is in their contribution 
to our communications and advocacy programs. 
Our volunteers were able to answer questions 
and offer advice to visitors to our exhibit. 

But these events also gave our volunteers a fun 
opportunity to meet other responsible dog owners and watch a parade of dogs of all 
varieties. It was heaven for volunteers that love to watch dogs and their antics, on leash or 
off.

Our next friendraiser will be on June 4 at the Quail Ridge Dog Days of Summer celebration. 
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Fundraiser news

Our proposal to St. Louis County for a dog-park-for-a-day fundraising event at the 
decommissioned jail on Chesterfield Airport Road has hit a couple of snags. However, we 
feel confident that we can solve the problems by this coming fall. 

This event will be very important for us because it will give us an opportunity to 
demonstrate the interest in off-leash recreation in West County, offer a fun opportunity for 
West County dog people to enjoy off-leash play with their dogs in a public space without 
having to drive a long way, and raise significant funds for our advocacy and organizational 
capacity programs.

If you would like to know more or think you might be able to help, please email Diane 
Thomas. 

Community notes

Chesterfield

The Chesterfield Public Works/ Parks Committee met on May 26, and the 
issue of off-leash recreation was the first item on their agenda. Several D.
O.G.S. members attended to provide information and answer questions.

While the PW/Parks Committee spent little time on this issue, the discussion seemed 
positive. The members are in favor of adding off-leash recreation to the Chesterfield parks 
system, and it is only a matter of time before it happens. A motion was made and passed to 
discuss this issue at every meeting in the near future. 

Diane Thomas was invited to add comments and make suggestions at the meeting. She 
distributed an information packet to committee members who wanted one and offered 
informal comments on such topics as construction, administration, and design of dog parks.

Our members that attended who are Chesterfield residents also reminded the PW/Parks 
committee members that they worked very hard to help pass Proposition P because part of 
the revenue was to have been earmarked for a dog park.

Fun events
June 4, 2005--Second Annual Dog Days of Summer at Quail Ridge County 
Park 

Join West County D.O.G.S. for a fun day with your dog at St. Charles 
County Parks. Enjoy free entertainment, get free information, see exhibits 
by pet interest groups. Watch a demo by St. Louis Disc Dogs. Watch your 
dog romp and play off-leash with other dogs. Win prizes!
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See awesome 
dogs doing 
astounding 
manuveurs at 
the demo by St. 
Louis Disc Dogs 
during Dog Days 
of Summer at 
Quail Ridge Off-
Leash 
Recreation Area.

Day/Date Saturday, June 4, 2005 (rain date June 11)

Time 10 A.M. - 1 P.M.

Where Quail Ridge County Park Off-Leash Area
Intersection of I-70 and Hwy. 40/61 in Wentzville

Learn more Contact Diane Thomas to learn how you can help West County D.O.G.S. 
Visit the Quail Ridge page on the Dogparks of Greater St. Louis website 
for information about the Quail Ridge OLRA. Print out this PDF flyer to 
keep or to spread the word.

Click on the image 
above to see a 
photo gallery of 
the University City 
Dog Play Area.

June 11, 2005--U-City Dog Play Area Grant Celebration 

The University City Dog Play Area has been named one of the best dog parks in the country 
by Dog Fancy and Novartis Animal Health US, Inc., as part of the Play More program 
sponsored by canine arthritis medication Deramaxx® (deracoxib).

In honor of this recognition, the University City Dog Play Area will receive a $10,000 grant 
from Novartis, maker of Deramaxx, to augment the park’s accessibility for senior dogs and 
dogs that are disabled by the pain of arthritis.

We invite you to be a part of this special event. There will be free food and t-shirts available 
for all attendees!!

Day/Date Saturday, June 11, 2005 

Time 10 A.M. - 12 P.M.

Where University City Dog Play Area
(Near Heman Park, north of Delmar Blvd. and east of Midland Blvd.)

Learn more Print out this PDF flyer to keep or to spread the word.

June 18-19, 2005--Canine Freestyle Seminar with Carolyn Scott 

Carolyn Scott, a nationally known canine freestyle instructor and founding member of the 
Musical Dog Sport Association, will be conducting a seminar at the Tom Rose Training 
Academy. 

Carolyn Scott and Golden Retriever Rookie are the Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire of the 
Canine Freestyle world, and their partnership demonstrates a masterful combination of 
training, teamwork, music, and movement. One of the founders of the Musical Dog Sport 
Association and involved in this sport since 1996, Carolyn has been featured in Parade 
Magazine, Dog Training Weekly, Show Site and the books, Living With A Golden Retriever 
and Working Dogs. She has appeared on Good Morning America, The Jane Pauley Show, 
Regis & Kathie Lee, and The Howie Mandel Show. 

Carolyn and Rookie are the only U.S. team to have earned the MCSI title of Musical 
Freestyle Dog Excellent. And despite his having turned a senior 12 years of age in January 
2005, Golden Rookie continues to kick up his heels.
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Click on the 
image above to 
view an 
outstanding 
video of Carolyn 
Scott and her 
dog Rookie 
dancing to 
"You're the One 
That I Want" 
from the movie 
"Grease." It's 
awesome!

The seminar curriculum includes choosing music and choreography, training techniques, 
creating your team style, creating smooth transitions, freestyle moves and attitude, 
presentation, and creativity. 

Day/Date Saturday and Sunday, June 18-19

Time 9 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Where Tom Rose Training Academy
6701 Antire Rd.
High Ridge, MO 63049

Cost One day--$150, both days--$250, auditor--$75

Learn more Contact Niki Henzl at Happy Tails Hotel and Playland or call Niki at 314-
291-3647 to reserve your place.

Meetings
June 1, 2005--West County D.O.G.S. regular monthly meeting from 7-9 P.
M. at the Thornhill Branch of the St. Louis County Public Library. 

All West County D.O.G.S. meetings are open to the public. 

Minutes

of the April 
meeting (PDF).

Agenda highlights include midyear evaluation and planning, upcoming fundraising event 
planning, our communication program, and a plan for membership recruitment and 
volunteer involvement. Click here for the agenda in PDF format. 

Peer-to-Peer Training this month will give "An Introduction to Evaluation of Community 
Programs," focusing on the importance of discovering the interests of community leaders, 
evaluators, and funders to achieve useful evaluation data.

If you would like to prepare for the discussion, the Community Tool Box has a couple of 
helpful pages. Go to the Community Tool Box link, "Introduction to Evaluation," for a good 
overview of why groups need to check their progress through evaluation.

For dates and times of other D.O.G.S. meetings and events check out our complete calendar 
of meetings and events.

Help and have fun
In June we have one volunteer opportunity. We will need help for Dog 
Days of Summer at Quail Ridge County Park on June 4. We may be calling 
to ask directly for your help. Please say Yes! and help us by volunteering 
for these jobs:
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●     Greeter. Greeters offer visitors to our table information about the benefits of off-
leash recreation and the features of off-leash recreation areas, or dog parks. In 
addition, they represent us to the general public and encourage visitors to join our 
group. We have a couple of experienced greeters on board already, so if you have 
never volunteered for something like this before and would like to try, Dog Days of 
Summer is a perfect opportunity. It will be well-attended and newbies don't have to 
worry about being without an experienced partner.

The Dog Days of Summer exhibits will be open from 10 A.M. until 1 P.M. Volunteer 
for at least an hour or more, if you can. Bring your dog and stay to play in the off-
leash area before or after your time in our booth.

●     Set up/break down greeter. We would like the first hour and the last hour greeters to 
help set up or break down our exhibit. If you have a little more time to spend, we 
would appreciate anyone who can give us a hand assembling/disassembling the 
canopy, carrying display boards and other paraphernalia needed for our exhibit.

Set up begins at 9 A.M. Break down begins at 1 P.M.

West County D.O.G.S. needs ongoing help in these areas:

●     Municipal liasons--If you live in one of our West County communities, we could use 
your voice when we approach your town council or board of aldermen. A municipal 
liason maintains routine contact with town councils or boards of aldermen and keeps 
on top of decisions affecting parks and potential sites for off-leash recreation.

●     Brochure distribution--We need individuals to help distribute and monitor the supply 
of brochures at veterinarians, groomers, or kennels of your choice in West County. 
We need people for each of the following municipalities: Ballwin, Chesterfield, Creve 
Coeur, Ellisville, Manchester, Town and Country. 

Contact Diane Thomas to volunteer.

Final thoughts
My attendance at the Chesterfield Public Works meeting left me feeling 
very optimistic, although I suffer from rampant optimism most of the time 
anyway. But as Winston Churchill said, "For myself, I am an optimist--it 
does not seem to be much use being anything else."

Optimism is important when working with slow moving groups such as local governments. 
We need to keep up our spirits in the face of obstacles (such as we experienced with St. 
Louis county), and not be discouraged at the slow pace of change. 

Keep modeling the optimism of the dogs we love, and I'll see you at the June meeting.

Diane Thomas, Chair
West County D.O.G.S. 

Email: westcounty@stdogparks.org

Dogparks of Greater St. Louis Home Page: www.stldogparks.org

West County D.O.G.S. page: http://www.stldogparks.org/pages/works_west_county_chp.
html
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We encourage you to forward this newsletter to interested parties.

To subscribe, join Dogparks of Greater St. Louis by completing the online membership form. 
It's free! If you are in Ballwin, Chesterfield, Creve Coeur, Manchester, or Town and Country, 
you will automatically receive it. If you live outside of these municipalities, but would like to 
receive this newsletter, add a comment in the comment field (after telling us about your 
dogs) stating that you would like to receive the West County D.O.G.S. email newsletter. 

To unsubscribe, reply to this email and put "UNSUBSCRIBE" in the subject line.
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