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Efforts Begin For Dog Park In Kirkwood

Proponents are busy collecting signatures for presentation to the park board in
October
by Marty Harris

When Margaret Dvoracek moved to Kirkwood a year
ago, she assumed there was a dog park where her two
companions could run and play.

"We were disappointed that Kirkwood didn't have
one. Every city we'velived in -- four in 10 years --
had a dog park," said Dvoracek.

Instead, Dvoracek |leashes her dogs, a 65-pound
German shepherd mix and a 40-pound beagle lab mix,
and takes them for daily walks to the local parks. She
said she aso has afenced-in yard where they can run,
but it's not the same as a dog park.

Kirkwood re5|dents wantlng the city to establish a two acre,
fenced dog park are shown with their canine companions. From
left: Margaret Dvoracek with Honey; Barry Dvoracek with Dos;
Connie Sanders with Nikki; Anne Gaus with Ellie; Lisa Short;
Katherine Smith with Casey and Robin.
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She likened afenced-in yard for dogs to a backyard
swing set for children -- nice to have but not the same

as taking them to a park to play on the swings and
slides.

Dvoracek has teamed with Lisa Short and others in spearheading a grassroots effort for a dog park in Kirkwood.
Every Saturday, proponents are at Farmer's Market collecting signatures on a petition to show support for a
Kirkwood dog park.

"We hope to gather signatures totalling about 10 percent of Kirkwood's population by October -- about 3,000,"
said Short, who has an energetic Newfoundland retriever mix.

Short is the Kirkwood community coordinator for non-profit group, Dog Parks of Greater St. Louis (www.
stidogparks.org). In October, she plans to make a presentation to the Kirkwood Park Board.

Until then, Short plans to gather signatures and hold a
variety of fundraisers and informational sessions. An
informational meeting is planned for Saturday, May
14, 10 am. to noon, at the Kirkwood Public Library.

The St. Louis area currently has five dog parks. Two
are located in the Central West End (CWE) for
residents and those who work in the CWE. Dog parks
in the Shaw neighborhood and University City, both
require apermit to use. Onein Wentzville isthe only
one open to the public.

All parksin the St. Louis area have membership

Eleanor Saunders with her granddaughter, Elise Saunders,
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signs a petition in support of a dog park. Working the booth at
Kirkwood Farmer's Market is Connie Sanders, holding her dog,
Nikki.

photo by Diana Linsley

requirements, except Wentzville, and require afee.
University City for example charges an annual fee of
$20 for residents, Short said.

In Kirkwood, Short would like to see afenced-in dog
park of about two acres located in one of the city's parks with running water if possible.

"We haven't determined which park. We need to work with the park board," Short said.

"All we're asking for isalegal place where our dogs can socialize with other humans and other dogsthat is
fenced in," said Dvoracek.

Short noted a number of benefits to a dog park:

. Great exercise and "essential" socid interaction for the dog.

. Good for other park users. With afenced area, dogs and their owners are guaranteed a place to play and
exercise without encroaching on other people's space and a dog park raises the chances of other areas
being free of dog messes.

. Brings people together. It's not uncommon to see the the same people almost every day.

Short also noted that a dog park would be ADA compliant making it accessible to the elderly and disabled.
"The recent development of Station Plaza, condominiums, town homes and apartments indicates there will be
more residents in need of an off-leash recreational areain Kirkwood," Short said. "Establishing an off-lead
recreational areawill not raise residents' taxes."

Kirkwood Parks and Recreation Director Murray Pounds said the city's recent parks and recreation master plan
mentioned implementing a dog park. While the plan did not give it a high priority, it noted if an opportunity
should arise to work with a funding, maintenance and operating organization, the city should consider an
appropriate location.

Park Board Vice President Linda Fenton noted that a dog park rated low in a 2001 park survey.

"But times and needs change. Part of our job is to respond to citizens needs," said Fenton. "It's a question of
where and when and who's going to do it."

Advertising Info -- Contact Us -- Staff -- Company History -- Sitemap
Copyright © 1997-2005, Webster-Kirkwood Times, Inc., St. Louis, Mo.

http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/dogpark.html (2 of 2)4/30/2005 4:03:37 AM


http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/KHSstudent.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/KHSstudent.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/homeimprovement.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/homeimprovement.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/herbsociety.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/herbsociety.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/herbsociety.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/shadycreek.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/shadycreek.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/conferences.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/conferences.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/stories/20050429/othernews.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/adkit/index.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/info/contact.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/info/staff.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/info/history.html
http://www.timesnewspapers.com/sitemap.html

	timesnewspapers.com
	Times Newspapers Online: Features & News: April 29 - May 5, 2005


